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Dea. Mountron N&EeDHAM’S DEFENCE BEFORE AN 
ECCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL, CALLED BY THE CHURCH 
TO WHICH HE BELONGED, WITH OTHER PARTICULARS 
RELATING TO THE DOINGS OF THE CHURCH AND 


COUNCIL. 
To the Reader. 


IT being of importance that our sentiments of the 
character of our heavenly Father, together with our 
own characters, should correspond with those given in 
his word, itis rendered necessary that we read the 
sacred pages wilha great degree of candor; that our 
minds be divested of all prepossessed or traditional 
ideas as such ; and that, to get the true meaning of 
it, we peruse the scripture, in its connexion. as its 
own interpreter. But we find there is a variety of 
ideas among mankind on this subject ;—and no wor- 
der. when we realize the influence that superstition, 
tradition, and bigotry, have on the mind of man. 
Whatever the principle of our brother may be, it is 
necessary that we understand it, before we attempt 
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to judge. And it appears to me, the public are Hiable 
to get a wrong impression of my ideas, from the result 
of the council, which is now before them. I am, there- 
fore, induced, without further apology, to submit 
the following pages to their impartial and candid iv- 
spection. M. NEEDHAM. 


Copy oF THE ALLEGATIONS PRESENTED TO THE 
CHURCH AGAINST Dea. M. Neepnam. 
Whiting, February 27, 1819. 

Brother Daniel Church attended to the second ¢- 
rection,given by our Lord in the eighteenth of Matthew, 
by taking Dea. Jonas Hubbard with him, to labor with 
Dea. Moulton Needham, but could not convince hin. 
The same day, P. M. the church met at the dwelling- 
house of Moses Munger, and after opening by solemn 
invocation, and calling Deacon Hubbard to the chair, 
Deacon J. Hubbard presented to the church an allega- 
tion, in the words following, viz. This is a complaint 


brought against Deacon M. Needham, for embracing a: 


sentiment, which, we think, is not according to the 
gospel of Christ. 

The first step of labor, taken by Br. Church; the 
second step of labor, taken by Br. Church and Br. 
Hubbard, Jonas Husparp, 


Sioned 
i a Danie. Cuurcnu. 


Defence. 

Men, brethren, and fathers, I think myself happy 
that [ am permitted to answer for myself this day, 
touching the things, whereof I am accused of my breth- 
ren In the first place, I would etate that I have re- 
ceived no admonition in respect to my character, of 
travel with the church. But some of my brethren and 
sisters consider, that I hold the atonement, which 
Christ made for sin, and for which | stand accused or 
admonished, in a point of view too extensive. It has 
been alleged that I extend the idea so far, that 
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fhrist is going to save his people in their sins; but this 
isa mistake. It could not have been taken from my 
conversation ; but must have proceeded from a super- 
stitious idea, that, after a certain number of mankind 
are selected, there is no way of salvation for the rest, 
only in their sins; or, at least, in some way, independ- 
ent of the power of God to change their hearts. ‘'o 
be sure, | have formerly conscienciously believed that 
the atonement was sufficient for all men, or that Christ 
has opened a door for the salvation of the human 
family ; and that, some how, it depended on the erea- 
lure to accept, or step in at the dvor, of himself, or he 
could net jastly be made eternally miserable. Yet | 
zetiously contended that man is in a lost condiiion, 
unable to help himself; and as faith and repentance 
ara the aift of Cod, itnot only depended on the pow- 
erand grace of God to make the provision, but also to 
change the heart, in order for man to experience sal- 
vation. ‘This power and grace, 1 believed, would be 
manifested on ali the elect. 

Having my faith thus established, I have met with 
some very serious difficulties. For, at least, when I 
have had any considerable view of the situation of man- 
kind, in a state of enmity, and of the fulness of salva- 
tion, I have been ready, with all my heart, to join 
with my brethren in beseeching God, that he would 
make bare his arm for the salvation of the souls that 
he had made. And even after examination of this 
petition, in the prayers of my most devout teachers, if 
I searched in the remotest corner of creation, I could 
find none but what were included as subjects of salva- 
tion; and. having a sympathetic feeling for them, I 
had no inclination that any should be left out; 
for 1 remembered the wormwood and the gall. I also 
felt justified by the language of St. Paul, 1 Tim. ii. 
i, “I exhort, therefore, that first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made 
fer all men :”? but when I come to read verse 8, ‘I 
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will, therefore, that men pray every where, lifting yp 
holy hands, without wrath and doubting,” in conney. 
ion with many other scriptures, I found we ought to 
draw near to God, with a true heart, in full assurance 
of faith, without wavering; for he is faithful that has 
promised. 

My faith was, that a part of the human family would 
be eternally miserable ; but my heart-felt desire was, 
that God would have mercy upon all, and save them, 
as it is notin the power of any to save themselves; 
and I thought we ought to pray in faith, fo 
whatsoever is not of faith is sin. Now when this con- 
iradiction appeared in full view, l was exceedingly J 
straitened. Being called in the providence of God to 
be an assistant leader in this church, and to improve 
i public by prayer, no doubt, has made my trial more 
sensible. For 1 consider that great responsibility is 
on leaders of all degrees, and that it is important they 
are in the truth; for if they be blind, and leaders of 
the blind, they will both fall into the ditch. In this 
house, the time has been, when J have attempted to 
address the throne of grace, that when I came to that 
part of my prayer, in which I should extend my desire 
to that God, whom J viewed unchangeable in all his 
purposes and designs, for the salvation of all my fellow 
creatures; then, not to think, but to know, that the 
public well understood, I was devoutly asking God to 
do that which Lfirmly believed he never would do, 
the sensations, which I experienced at such times, have 
almost sunk me to the floor. 

Another inconsistency has appeared to me in minis- 
ters. In their preaching they state the total depravity 
of man, his inability to save himself, and that it is by 
the almighty power of God, the heart is changed, and 
faith is given unto salvation. Then. in the same ser 
mon, they tell, our happiness in another world depencs 
on our conduct in this. 
These things have led me to inquire and search dil 
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jigently into the nature and effect of the atonement, 
made by Jesus Christ, for sinners. I have talked with 
many on the subject. In conversation with a repu- 
ted divine, he stated that Christ did not die for any 
but the elect. At another time be stated, the salva- 
tion of the elect was secured in the atonement that 
Christ made, at the time he made it, and thathe did 
every thing, necessary to be done, for the salvation of 


the non-elect. All that was wanting, was, for them: 


to believe. I asked him, if they ever would believe. 
He said, no. I asked him, if they could believe. He 
suid, no. T asked him, if it were possible for God, con- 
sistent with his purposes, to save them, He said, no. 
{then asked him, if God had sent -him to preach the 
cuspel to that part of mankind. He said, O yes. This 
gave me no Satisfaction. I again betook mysell to 
the scriptures, as the only standard ; ; and, my prayer 
fas ever been, that | might be divested of all preju- 
dice or prepossession; that I might, as it were, step 
out of myseif, and, as far as possible, take a disinter- 
esied view of the plan and operation of God in crea- 
tion and redemption, as it is made kuown in the rev- 
ciation, he has given of himself. I have really thought, 
that if 1 were guided by his spirit, I should understand 
him as he meant, for which I have earnestly prayed. 
And as it respects creation, [ read in the Bible, that 
Christ is the beginning of the creation of God, Rev. 
tii, 14 ; that we are created in Christ Jesus, Eph. ti, 
10, even in fhe image of God. But after the creation 
oi man, if js said, the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and gave him the breath of life, 
This dust part cleaves to iis own element, aut! will 
return to dust agwine ‘Thaton which it feeds is no 
ood for the spirit or immortal part. Nothing but him- 
self can satisl'y this created image. But as the crea- 
lure was made subject to vanity, he presumed to en- 
joy holiness in eating the forbidden fruit. He was 
éarnal, of course he was sold under sin, and died. 
Although the creaiure was made subjeci tu vanity, it 
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was not willingly, but by reason of him who has syp, 
jected the same in hope, Rom. viii 20. Immediate. 
ly after the fall of man, the glorious promise was made 
to him, that the seed of the woman, or Christ the 
hope, should bruise the serpent’s head. 

I will now give a few of my ideas on the redemp.- 
tion, made by Jesus Christ for sinners. 

Though, before I proceed to speak of the atone. 
ment, I will state, that I believe mankind in their fal- 
len state, are dead in trespasses and sins, and children 
of wrath, Eph. ii. |. 3. “There is none that under. 
standeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They 
are all gone out of the way, they are together spaiien 
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no not 
one,” &c. Rom. iii. 1!, 12. “By the deeds of the law, 
no man shall be justified in the sight of God ; for by 
ihe law is the knowledge of sin. But the righteous- 
ness of God is manifested by faith of Jesus Christ, un- 
to all, and upon all them that believe ; for there is no 
difference : for all have sinned and come short 6f the 
elory of God.” Therefore St. Paul concludes, the 
idea of men’s boasting their own good deeds or works, 
is forever excluded, by the law of faith in the blood of 
Jesus Christ. and that we are justified freely, by the 
grace of God, through the redemption that is in his 

Son. 

Now in regard to the atonement made by Jesus 
Christ, I believe, it is the effect of God’s love to fallen 
man. St. John, iii. 16, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have ev- 
erlasting life.” It appears evident from this passage, 
that what Christ did for sinners, was a consequence of 
(iod’s love to them. See also verse 17, “For God 
sent not his Son into the world to condemn tlie world; 
but that the world through him might be saved.” It 
appears: from these texts, that the Father’s object in 
his Son’s coming into the world, was the salvation ol 
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sinners. Rom. v. 8, “But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us.”” Here the death of Christ is spoken of, 
as a commendation of God’s love tous; of course, it is 
an effect of it. 1 John iv. 9, ‘In this was manifested 
the love of God toward us, because that God sent his 
only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him.” Christ’s coming into the world being a 
manifestation of God’s love to us, no doubt, this love 
existed before he came, so his coming was the effect of 
it. Verse 10, “Herein is leve, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propi- 
tiation for our sins.’ Verse 19, “We love him.because 
he first loved us.” It appears evident from these pas- 
sages last cited, as well as from many others that might 
be quoted, that the mediatorial work of Christ was the 
consequence, and not the cause, of God’s love to us ; 
even when we were yet sinners. And as God is infi- 
nite in all his attributes, and unchangeable, it cannot 
be supposed. that he can love at one time, anil at an- 
other, hate the same object. Instead of God’s being 
unreconciled to man, itis man considered under the 
law, that has become unreconciled:to God, by sin. It, 
therefore, became necessary, that the atonemenf should 
be for man: that he might become reconciled to God, 
experience his love. and be happy. 

Christ undertook the work that the Father gave 
him to do; which was, as it is said, Matt. xx. 28, 
“The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
St. Paulin 1 Timothy il. speaking of Christ as the 
inediator between God and men, says, “Who gave 
himself a ransom for ail, to be testified in due time,” 
ag an accomplishment of the will of God. which is, 
“to have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth,” 

And in Hebrews ix. !2, 13, 14, the Apostle, speak- 
ing of the priesthood cf Christ, says, “Neither by the 
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blood of goats and caives, but by his own blood, he 
entered in once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls, 
and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer, sprinkling the 
anciean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh ; how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal spirit,offered himself without spot to God, purge 
your conscience from dead works, to serve the living 
God ?”. Verse 26, “But now once, inthe end of the 
world. hath he appeared, to put away sin by the sae- 
rifice of himself.” St. John saith of Jesus, ‘‘Behold 
4he Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world,” i. 29. Again iv. 42, “For we have heard 
him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ 
the Savior of the world.” vi. 33, “For the bread of 
God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giv- 
eth life unto the world.”’? Verse 51, ‘1 am the living 
bread which came down from heaven. If any man 
eat of this bread he shall live fcrever ; and the bread 
that 1 will give is my flesh, which 1 will give for the 
life of the world.”? And xii. 47. “And if any man heat 
my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came 
not to judge the world, but to save the world.” 

Romans v_ 10,‘ For if, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled te God by the death of his Son: much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” 
2 Cor. v. 18, *And all things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and haih giv- 
en tous the ministry of reconciliation 3; to wit, thai 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himsell, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath com 
mitied unto us the word of reconciliation” Verse 2), 
‘For he hath made him to be sin for us who knew 00 
gin, that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in hun.” 

Now itis evident from these scriptures, (and there 
might be a multitude quoted to the same point,) that 
Christ’s errand into the world, was to save the world; 
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to be the life of the world; and, «s St. Paul said, ‘“‘to 
save sinners, of whom I am chief,” Ist Tim. i. 15. If 
he did the work, he came to do, and certainly his 
power was adequate, he mustaccomplish this great 
work of salvation. For it is said that all, bothia 
heaven and earth, was committed unto him. He, in- 
deed,said that he had finished the work,that the Father 
gave him todo, John xvii. 4- Chapter xix. verse 30, 
“When Jesus, therefore, had received the vinegar, he 
said, It is finished ; and bowed his head, and gave up 
the ghost :” “but he arose again, and ever liveth to 
make intercession.” 

The prophet Isaiah had a wonderful view of the 
Messiah. liii. 10, 11, “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise 
him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make 
his soul an offering for sin, ko shall sem his seed he 
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand. He shal! see of the travel 
of his soul, and shall be satisfied « by his knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many ; for he shail 
bear their iniquities.”” ! John ik. 1, 2, “My little 
children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin 
not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate witlr 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : and he is the 
propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only. but also 
for the sins of the whole world.’ Heb. ii. 9, “But we 
see Jesus, who was made a fliltle lower than the angels 
forthe suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death 
lor every man.” Verses | 4, 15, ‘“Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of fiesh and blood,he also himself 
likewise took part of the same ; that through death he 
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, 
the devil; and deliver them who,throuch fear of death, 
were all their life time subject to bondage.” | John iv. 
'4,“ And we have seen, and do testify, that the father 
sent the Sou to be the Savior ofthe world” Psalm 
‘Xiv, 9, “And all men shall fear, and sball declare 
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the work of God ; for they shall wisely consider oj 
his doings.” 

Now see St. John xii. 32, “And [. if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” Then 
turn to Eph. iii. 8,9, where Paul says that, “Unto 
me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this, 
grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men 
see, what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from 
the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who 
created ali things by Jesus Christ.” The apostle in 
this chapter speaks of the grace of God, as being a 
mystery of Christ; and so great that many believed, 
it extended to those only, who, under the former dis- 
pensation, were distinguished as the peculiar people of 
God; that the Genities, being outcasts, couid not be 
favored wiih tt. But the apostle, on his knees, prays 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we might 
know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, 
that we might be filled with allthe fulness of God. 
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation, hath 
appeared to all men; not only to the Jews, but also 
to the Gentiles; for God. says, he has no respect of 
persons. Peter had a view of this, in the vision of 
the sheet.let down from heaven: wherein. be said, 
God shewed him, that he shou!d call ne man common 
oruncleen. It may be said by some, here is a contra- 
diction ; for it has been stated hefore, that mankind 
are dead in trespasses and sins. It is presumed all 
will egree, that by the fall of Adam, al! his posterity 
are under condemnation. Now the question is, how 
they can be considered free. I believe in no way, 
only in the second Adam, to wit, in consequence of 
what he has done, by making an atonement. Paul is 
full to this point. Rom. v. 18, “Therefore, as by the 
offence of one, judgment came upon all men to con- 
temnaiion ; even so by the righteousness of one, fhe 
free gift came upon all men unto justification of life-” 
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Now I think it will not be pretended, that we were 
sot under this condemnation, until we came to expe- 
rience its effects ; the effect is not the cause. So, on 
the other hand, if we be justified by the righteousness 
of Christ, we are thus considered by God, even be- 
fore we experience it ; so that our believing in, and 
receiving the atonement, to ovr abundant joy in God, 
is not the cause of our justification ; but by the death 
of Christ, we were reconciled to God, when we were 
enemies, and Christ is represented as a Lamb, slain 
fom the foundation of the world. In this sense. and 
in no Other, as I understand the scriptures, it is that 
we can call no man common or unclean. “Wherefore, 
as by one man, sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, forthat all 
have sinned,’ Rom. v. 12. “Forby the law is the 
knowledge of sin,” ili. 20. “Moreover, the law en- 
tered that the offence might abound ; but where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound: that as 
sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord,’ Rom. v. 20, 21. The prophet Isai- 
ahin the thirty-fifth chapter, speaking of the glory of 
Christ in his officés, says, “An highway shali be there, 
and a way, and it shall be called the way of holiness.” 

Christ, as a priest to make an atonement for sin, by 
his own blood, entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption. As a prophet, 
he will so teach transgressors, that, the eyes of the 
blind will be opened to behold the beauties of holiness; 
the ears of the deaf will be unstopped, to hear the joy- 
lul news of peace and pardon ; and the tongues of the 
dumb shall be loosed, to speak forth praises to God 
and the Lamb. And in his kingly office. he wil) sub- 
Ject all things to himself cause that every knee should 
bow. of thingsin heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the clory of God 
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the Father. “Noman,” says the apostle, “can say 
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost,”’ 1Cor, 
xii. 3. The prophet concludes the chapter last nam. 
ed by saying, “And the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zion with songs, and everlasting 
joy upon their heads : they shall obtain joy and glad. 
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” No 
one I suppose will contend, that Christ will not save 
all for whom he died, or all that God gave him And 
it appears to me that he died as much for one as an.- 
other, according as I read the account of his death, 
And God said, “He would give him the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for his possession. Jesus said, that he came to 
seek and tosave that which was lost. He came net to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. In 
this way, we can pray in faith. that God, in his own 
time and way, would bring all mankind to believe the 
truth in Christ ; yea, bring them into the love of the 
troth. And to this glorious end. may the preaching 
of the Gospel be attended with the energy of the 
spirit of God, and may the professed ministers of the 
Gospel be and appear according to that which is writ: 
ten, “How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good | 
things ?” 
y+} 

After reading the foregoing defence to the Council, 
they proceeded toask me some questions: and, as 
they have stat##in theirresult,that they thought me to 
have been “exceedingly evasive,” during my examl- 
nation, I have thought proper to make a statement of 
some of the most important questions, together with 
my answers: which I have endeavored to do in the 
same language, as near as I can recollect. and I have 
conversed with a number of candid men, who attended 
the Council, that say,my statement embraces the idea 
in substance. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Quest. 1. Do you believe that all the haman family 
will be saved ? Ans. I believe that Christ is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world. Quest. 2. De 
you believe that the angels of heaven fell and be- 
eame devils ? Ans. itis my prevailing opinion 
thatthey did not. Quest. 3. Do you believe the dev- 
ils will be converted. and goto heaven ? Ans. I 


believe that the devil and his works will be cestroy- — 


ed. Quest. 4. Do you believein a judgment- 
day, after the resurrection ? Ans. I donot know 
but the judgment is now. Quest. 5. Do you he- 
lieve that all will be made happy immediately after 
death, or at what time ? Ans. 1 believe it wili he 
when sin has an end ; as it respects the time I know 
not when. 

Here I will take the liberty to note a few werds 
on the fourth question, in the above staiement. it is 
ihe opinion of many, that all mankind, after the resur- 
rection, will be assembled together; a formal judg- 
ment set, and Christ be the judge; that he will reward 
every man according to his works; and tbat bis sen- 
lence on some will be endless life: but on far the 
greater part, endless misery . which opiaion is chief- 
ly founded on the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew. 
Ishall only query whether it be according to scriptare 
of reason, to suppose, there is so much difference in 
the eonduct of the best man among the fallen race, 
and the worst, that justice will destine one to eternal 
happiness, and another to endless torment. I would 
ilso request the reader to examine that chapter care- 
fully, with its connexions, the time and circumstances 
altending it, to see if he can geta reference from it 
‘0a particular day, after the resurrection, or whether it 
Was confined to that generation. The comforter was 
nt ta reprove the world of judgment, because the 
3 
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prince of this world is judged. On the 5th question also 
I will only note a passage of scripture. Eph. i. 10, 
‘“‘That in the dispensation of the fulness of times, x 
might gather together in one al! things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven,and which are on earth, even 
in him.” Noteon the second question ; it is very 
true that ministers or preachers of the gospel are call- 
edangels, in the scripture, and it is evident that m:- 
ny of them fall; but te suppose the angelic hosts, 
those beatific spirits or heavenly messengers of God, 
in whose service they are happy in the highest de. 
gree, should, in this their employment in heaven, 
where no unclean thing can enter, fall into rebellion, 
to me is very irrational, as well as unscriptural. If any 
of them be fallen from that state, 1 think no more 
reason can be given for the security of the rest. 


COPY OF THE RESULT OF THE COUNCIL. 
Wednesday, May 5th, 1819. 
Pursuant te letters missive from the Baptist Church 
of Christ in Whiting, sent the following delegates 
from the following Churches ; met at the meeting- 
house in Whiting, on the sth of May, viz. from Corn- 
wall, Eld. Henry Green and Dea. Ezra Allen; 
Brandon, Eld. Isaac Sawyer and Jacob Knawton ; 
Middlebury, Eld. Isaac Bucklin and J. P. Hyde, 
and formed into an Ecclesiastical Council, by choos 
ing Eld. Henry Green, Moderator, and J. P. Hyde, 
Seribe. After prayer to God, for wisdom to direct, 
proceeded as follows 
1. Inquired of the church for the business before 
the Council, and was informed, that a labor had been 
commenced against Deacon Moulton Needham for 
heresy ; and that the charch waited upon the Coun- 
cil for further directions in duty. 
2. Proceeded to examine the doctrines of Deacon 
Moulton Neecham, and found the charge against bim 
to be true. Then the Council adjourned to Mr. Ezra 
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Kelsey's, and after prayer to God for wisdom, 
resolved as follows 

That itis the opinion of this council, that the 
church should exclude Deacon Moulton Needham from 
their fellowship, for the followiag reasons ° 

i. For denying the doctrine of the endless punish- 
ment of the wicked, 

2, For holding the doctrine that all rational intelli- 
ceuces will finally be eternally happy. 

3. For denying the existence of fallen angels. 

4 For not acknowledging the doctrine of the g2n- 
eral judgment after the resurrection. 

5. And are sorry to say, that we think Mr. Need- 
ham to have been exceedingly evasive, during his ex- 
amination. Done by order of the Council, 

Henry Green, Moderator. 

Altest. Jd. P. Hype, Clerk. 





To conclude what I have to offer to the public, I 
shall make a few remarks on the labor of the church 
with me, and on what it was represented to haye been, 
before the council. It is stated in the church records, 
that Br. D. Church attended to the first and second 
steps of labor witb me, as directed by our Lord in the 
eighteenth chapter of Matthew; but there was noth- 
ing said to me about heresy, and there is nothing said 
about heresy in the chapter referred to. It shows the 
proper jabor of one brother with another for trespass ; 
stating that if the one in the fault shall neglect to hear 
the one offended, also negleet to hear the one or two 
faken with him, and likewise neglect to hear the 
church, he shall be unto him as a heathen and a pub- 
ean. 

, It does not appear from the direction of our Lord 
'n this case, thata church is authorized to withdraw 
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fellowship ; for itis not unto the church, the brother 
in fault is to be a heathen and a publican, but unto the 
one Offended. But as the church have stated to the 
eouncil a charge egainst me, very different from that 
contained in the first ceclaration, namely, heresy ; and 
28, On said charge, the council have stated their opin- 
ion to censure me to exclusion from the church ; and 
also, as the church afterward attended to the ad- 
vice of said council, by excluding me from their fel- 
lowship, I feel it an incumbent duty to state my ideas, 
respecting what heresy is, as defined in the scriptures, 
that the reader may judge for bimself whether 1 am 
guilty of the charge. 

First, | offer a few ideas negatively, as, no doubt, 
inany havea wrong idea of it. St. Paul confessed 
that after the way which some call heresy, so worship- 
ed he the God of bis fathers, but did not confess him- 
selfa heretic. It appears evident from this declaration 
of the apostle, there were some that accused him ol 
heresy for holding to the resurrection of the dead, a 
very important trait of the doctrine of Jesus Christ, 
the Savior of sinners, whose object in dying, the just 
for the unjust, or tasting death for every man. was to 
destroy death, and him that had the power of it, that 
is, the devil ; and, in abolishing death, has brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

Here let it be observed, that the church do not de- 
ny the resurrection of the bodies of all the human fam- 
ily, although by death they become totally inactive. 
They donot deny that this resurrection is wholly elf- 
fected by Christ—not that he has provided a way 
whereby the body may be raised, if it pleases ; but 
when the last trumpet shall sound, all that have ex- 
perienced a dissolution, must come forth to active 
life; and that after the resurrection of the body, it 
will be incorruptible, that is to say, not subject {0 
dissolution. This idea of the resurrection agrees with 
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mine; of course, this cannot be what they have been 
plersed to term heresy in me before the council. My 
brethren of the church further agree with me, that the 
immortal soulis of infinite value; that the body in 
jis greatest health and beauty, is not to be compared 
with it; yea, that in view of all the grandeur of this 
world, the soul is void or unsatisfied. They also 
agree that in sin, it is spiritually dead, that all the 
human family by nature are dead in trespasses and sins, 
and as in corporeal death, is a total inactivity of nat- 
ural life, so in spiritual death, is a complete inactivity 
of spiritual ire ; for death is simply the absence or 
extinction of life. 

A very important question now presents itself to 
view, which demands a candid end impartial answer. 
Did Christ asa redeemer and mediator between God 
and men, by the great sacrifice of himself, do more, or 
jo what he did, more effectually for the body, than for 
the soul? Now if we answer and say that the 
¢estruction of spiritual death by Jesus Christ, was on 
condition that mankind, while dead. should manifest a 
desire to enjoy spiritual life, would this be candid ? 
Might it not with as much propriety be said to the 
body, when dead. if it will articulate, and say it wants 
to come to lie. the atonement of Christ will then be- 
come effectual to ifs reanimation? Wouid it be candid 
or impartial, to pretend that a resurrection from spirit- 
ual death, is conditional as it respects a part of man- 
kind ? I thiok net. St. Paul says, Rom. vi. 23, “The 
wages ofsin is death. but the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.* Then if it be a 
gift, there is no condition concerning it. ‘For by 
grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of your- 
selves; it is the giftof God: Not of works, lest any 
man should boast,” Eph. ii, 8, $. New if I have 
been rightly styled a heretic, for believing Christ has 
Wrought out salvation for the souls of mankind, as fub 
Sled 
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ly and eompletely as he has for their bodies, so that 
death and the devil will not reign coeternal with God 
himself, while the scripture has denounced their de. 
struction ; then, I confess, that in this way, I sincerely 
worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, no} 
as the God of the dead, but of the living. Here] 
will quote the words of Christ himself, on the resur. 
rection, at the time the Sadducees questioned hin 
about the seven brethren. “And the first took a wife, 
and died without children. And the second took her 
to wife, and he died childless. And the third; and 
in like manner the seven also; and they left no chil. 
dren, and died :’ the woman died alse. They desir. 
ed to know of Christ, whose wife among the seven she 
shou'd be, in the resurrection. ‘And Jesus answer. 
ing, said unto them, The children of this world 
marry, and are given in marriage: but they which 
shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world and 
the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor 
are given in marriage : neither can they die any more: 
for they are equal unto the angels ; and are the chil- 
dren of God, being the children of the resurrection,” 
Luke xx- 34, 35, 36. The Sadducees asked the above 
question with particular reference to the resurrection 
of the body ; and they were completely confuted by 
Christ’s answer, so that certain of the scrives replied 
and said, “Master, thou hast well said;?’ but they 
durst not ask hin any more questions. 

If 1 can understand the language that Jesus used in 
the above answer, then all whose bodies shall be 
raised, or that shall be the children of the resurrec- 
tion, shall be equal to the angels, and shall be the 
children of God ; and if children, then heirs ; heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ. 

‘he great apostle to the Gentiles says, 2 Cor. ¥. 
14, 15, “For the love of Christ constraineth us, be 
cange we thus judge, that if ene died for all, thea 




























The Christian Repository. $4 


were all dead : and that he died for all,” (er to leave ‘ 
out the Italic word, added by the translators) “and Ht 
le. he died for all, that they which live should not hence- 
ly forth live unto themselves, but unto him which died 
ot ME for them, and rose again.” Plainly implying, that all 
| who shall be subjects of the resurrection, or shall be 3 
I brought to life, should not live unto themselves, but 
Tr unto Christ who died for them and rose again; whe 

fe, ascended on high ; wholed captivity itself captive ; 


laf 


er and who has received gifts for men, yea for the rebel- ty 
id Me lious. “He that is our God, is the God of salvation ; v 
i. # and unto God the Lord belong the issues from death.” : 


Ir. Now, kind reader, why should it be thought a thing in- Ri 
1 credible that God should raise the dead by Jesus Christ 


Tt our Lord. even those that are dead in sin, while the 

id oracles of God say, “Christ is the propitiation for the iH 
h sins of the whole world,” and while propitiation means ‘ 
1 HF atonement or satisfaction for sin ? b 
of Secondly, I treat of heresy in a positive point of is 
i view, namely, to show what it is. The scripture defi- > 
|. nition of it, I think, may be given in very few 3 
" words. I conceive it to bea denial of salvation by if 
e Jesus Christ ; or as St. Peter expresses, “Even de- 
n nying the Lord that bought them, and bring upor 

y themselves swift destruction.” 

d What will be the final end of those that the Lord 

1 has bought ? {ts ita proof that he has not bought 


them, or that he will lose his purchase, because they 
deny him while they are ina state of ignorance? Let 
us suppose a case A father, who has a son captured 
and made aslave to the Algerines. purchases the lib- : 
erty of his son by paying the fuli price of his redemp- | 
tion. A fellow captive, having come to the know- ie 
ledge of his own ransom, and being about to leave Ht 
those shores of painful slavery, again to enjoy the tle 
company of his wife and childrea in the land of liber- | 
fy and happiness, ia informed from good authority ef 
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the purchase of the son’s liberty. He immediately 
goes and informs him of it, and entreats him to con. 
sent, without delay, to quit this state of cruel slavery, 
and enter into the enjoyment of his purchased Iree- 
dem ; but the son refuses to believe his word, and ut. 
terly denies the truth of it. Now does his denying it 
make it a falsehood? It may surely appear a false. 
hood to him, and he be subjected to all the distressing 
apprehensions of a life of slavery, merely in Couse- 
quence of unbelief. But when he beholds the vessel 
prepared to convey him home, his father taking him 
by the hand and presenting a writing which cer. 
{ifies from proper authority that the price of his re- 
demption is paid in full, will he refuse to embark with 
his father, and enter into the enjoyment of his pur. 
chased freedom ? Leaving the reader to judge for 
himself, and tio apply the metaphor, | retura to a fur- 
ther notice of heresy. The person that is guilty of 
heresy, not only condemns others in that he denies 
Christ, as being the Savior of multitudes of his fellow 
creatures, but himseif: for he is not certain but he is 
one of those whom he denies being purchased by the 
Lord, and so brings upon himself swift deetruction. 
He should, therefore, by the decision of St. Paul, be 
disfellowshipped. “A manthat is an_ heretic, afer 
the first and second admonition, reject; knowing 
that he that is such is subverfed, and sinneth, being 
condemued of himeelf,”? Titus iii. 10, 13. 

Finally. Aceording to St. Paul, as he writes fo 
the Galatians, chap. v. in his catalogue of the 
works of the fiesh, which he said were manifest. we 
find heresy. inthe sixth chapter he says, “they 
themselves who are circumcised keep not the law; 
but desire to have ethers circumcised, that they might 
glory in their flesh;” although it is testified, that every 
man that is cirsumcised is a debtor to do the whole 


law. In another place, that as many as are of the 
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works of the law are under the curse. He further 
says,” “If there had been a law given that eould have 
given life, verily righteousness should have been by 
the law; ’’ and, “If righteousness come by the law, then 
Christ is dead in vain.” But the same apostle has 
also said, that “Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us.” 

Although some may place great dependance in 
their own works or performances, and in this way im- 
plicitly deny the Lord that bought them; yet [ feel 
to adopt the language of the apostle, “But God forbid 
that should glery, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” ‘Though | be accounted a heretic, 
while my faith is only the substance of things hoped 
for, or prayed for, by all dehominations of christians, 
namely, the complete holiness and felicity of mankind, 
the offspring of God, and that entirely by Jesus Christ, 
who is emphatically said to be the Savior of the 
world. 

{can now say with the apostle, ‘None of these 
things move me ;” and may I be enabled by the spir- 
itof my heavenly Father to give him the first affec- 
tion of my heart, and manifest that impartial love to 
all my fellow-creatures which is sequired by the Lord 
flife and glory: witha glorious anticipatioa, by 
faith. view the time, when sio sha!i have an end, trans- 
gression he finished and everlasting righteousness in- 
troduced ; when God, at the last, shail reign king of 
nations as he now does of saints; when there 
shall be no opposition, but sweet sujection and har- 
mony shall prevail in all his vast dominion. 


MOULTON NEEDHAM, 
* Gal. iii. 21. 
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EDITORIAL REMARKS: 


It is worthy of notice, on a careful review of the 
Pfoceedings of this ecclesiastical council with brother 
Needham, that the heresy for which it condemned 
him, in the aggregate, consisted in believing too much 
in his Savior, and not enough in devils. Such ap. 
pears to be the anxiety of the sage divines. compos. 
ing the afore-named council, to establish their faith 
of devils, that they forgot even to mention the name 
of him whose ministers they profess to be. Conte. 
quently, in “the Result of the Council,” which they 
have given us, we find a total silence respecting the 
Savior. Inthe questions which brother Needham 
stated according to the best of his recollection, nota 
word to this effect is to be found. ‘The query is of- 
jered, whether those professed ministers of the Lord 
had not forsaken his work, and engaged in the ser- 
vice of another. What do they pronounce hereti- 
cal? Denying the existence of fallen angels. W hat, 
then, orthodox ? Believing in devils, and the eterni- 
ty of devils. To believe in the perpetuity and 
power of devils, the endless misery of the wicked, and 
ageneral judgment. after the resurrection, that be: 
gins and opens the horrors of interminable sufferings, 
are indispensable articles of faith, aecording to the 
orthedoxy of this council. Those articles of faith, 
we deem the only indispensable ones, that are imme- 
diately necessary to the life of the christian. Is it 
necessary to make a man better, that he should be- 
lieve in the doctrine that teaches the endless misery 
of his fellow-creatures. and the prepetuity of devils? 
If it be, then zealously defend it: if not, why, for 
this cause, exelude a brother from the church ? Should 
aman have an incorrect opinion ahout fallen angels, 
have we reason to be alarmed ? Will it injure socie- 
ty ? Does any one suppose it would prevent the sal» 
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ation of souls 2? And if he should not fully em- 
pace our views of judgment, shall we pronounce 

‘maheretic? Did the ancient aposiies ever re- 
wire a faith in such articles, as pre-requisites to 

niering their connexion 7—But look at the spectacle 
hefore US ;—a Couneil of ministers and deacons, and 
an innocent brother brought to the bar te be tried 
fr heresy ! ‘hey pray to God ;—and had they not 
tot us of this, we could hardly have guessed that 
God was tn their thoughts. For the only images in- 
troduced as personages. in the questions and result of 
the council, were such as they denominate “fallen 
angels,’ and “devils. 

Let us now look at some of their questions. “Do 
you believe that all the human family will be saved ?”’ 
Ans. “I believe that Christ is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world.”” Evasion! Deacon Needham: 
You were not asked whether you believe God will 
save all men; whether the devil will save them, nor 
whether they will save themselves : but whether (we 
ask not by whom) “they will be savep 2?” 

St Paul said, “God »ill have all meu to be saved.” 
Jesus says. “fl came down from heaven, not do mire 
own will, but the mill of him that sent me.” Dea. 
Needham prays that the will of the Lord be done, and 
prays in faith ; but the council has pronounced his 


faith heretical. 

Second and third questions, “Do you believe that 
the angels of heaven fell and became devils ?” “Do 
you believe the devils will be converted and go to 
heaven ?” This brings to mind the old story of Job. 
“When the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, Satan came also »mong them to pre- 
sent himself before the Lord-” In the old council, 
Satan lost his case ; but in this, every decision was 
in his favor, and brother Needham was excluded from 
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the ehurch for not believing in his wonderful change 
and perpetuity. 

If wecould suppose there is any gratitude in the 
devil, would he spare a thousand compliments {o 
the honor, which that council bas endeavored to con. 
fer upon him? They have arraigned an innoceni 
brother at their bar; they professed to try him for 
his religious sentiments; but their great concem 
appeared, to knew his faith concerning this evil 
character; and they have judged him accordingly, 
They find he does not believe in their opinion of his 
origin ; he denies bis endless existence ; and. does 
not credit his power and dominion, to the extent 
which they profess. They have therefore decided 
that he should be excluded from the church. Had 
the friends of this evil and notorious character. been 
thus jealous for his name, could they have done hima 
more pleasing service ’ What then, when his pro- 
fessed enemies go so far as to reject a brother for de- 
nying him? Servantsofthe Lord, consider these 


things. “Therefore now amend your ways, and your 
doings, and obey the voice of the Lorp your Gon.” 


@®N THE NATURE OF PUNISHMENT. 


[Cencluded from No. II.] 

Now if the righteous possess the greatest possible 
blessedness, and ‘the wicked suffer the greatest possi- 
ble misery. the happiness of the righteous being pro- 
moted by the misery of the wicked, through a display 
of divine justice, and the misery of the wicked by the 
happiness of the righteous, if there be more among the 
miserable, as is generally believed, than among the 
righteous, the balance, respecting happiness end mis- 
-ery, must then turn in favor of misery. Instead, then, 
of promoting the greater blessedness, it promotes the 
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greater misery. Thus we find the Hopkinsian doc- 
trine subverts itself; for it embraces, for the elect, 
but a small number in proportion to the whole. 

As one person is as capable of suffering an infinite 
punishment as a multitude. would not the salvation 
of all but one produce, on this plan, the greatest pos- 
sible blessedness? Or must there be an addition to 
endless misery, to feed the felicity of heavenly 
souls !! 

Should the Hopkinsian say, that if there be more 
among the damned than among the blessed it destroys 
not his system, because their felicity is so much the 
more abundant in consequence of the number of the 
damted; then the same might hold true. though the 
elect should be reduced to the number that went out 
of Sodom, previous to her destruction. 

Endless punishment, we have before said, cannot 
be for the benefit of the sufferer; nor do many believe 
it is for the general good of the whole, in any sense 
whatever. It is argued to be a requirement of divine 
justice. Bat the inference is visible from this idea, 
that divine justice requires what is not good, or what 
does not bevefit. It makes it further evident that in 
the execution of divine justice, there aa be no good 
design. And if there cannot be a goad design, it 
makes divine justice unworthy of God; cOusequently 
destroys the idea of its existence. 

Men seem generally disposed to consider punish- 
ment in this world disciplinary ; but when they carry 
it to another state, they lose all sight of discipline, 
and convert it into a sort of divine tyranny. A doe- 
trine, so cruel and so repugnant to the divine perfec- 
tions, needs the clearest evidence to establish it, in 
the mind of a rational and thinking person. The 
prophet Jeremiah, under al! his affliction, appears to 
be preserved from so fata! conclusion. See Lam. 
lil. 31, 32, 33, “For the Lord will not cast off forever : 
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But though he cause grief, yet will he have compa. 
sion according to the multitude of his mercies. Py 
he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the childre 
of men.” Let it here be noticed, that this manne 
of punishment is not limited by the prophet to the 
saints, but is extended to the children of men. We 
believe the wicked to be the children of men, as well 
as the righteous. ‘T'he prophet limits it to no partic. 
ular time, but speaks in general terms, “But though he 
cause grief, yet mill he have compassion according 

the multitude of his mercies. If it be said that punisi 
ment is sometimes called for ever, and everlasting, all 
that an opposer could gain by such remarks would 
be to make it contradict the text, which says, “The 
Lord will not cast off forever.” He. could. gain no 
victory by it. This would-only involve him in the 
same difficulty with his friend. But when we cor 
sider that the Hebrew. word, rendered ferever. sigui- 
fies “tame hidden or congealed from man,” importing an 
endless or temporary -duration; and that the compas 
sion which God will have on the sinner, succeeds his 
grief, no argument frem_the force of the same word 
can well militate against the conclusion of discipline 
ry punishment. The remarks which the prophet 
makes in the same chapter, had they been applied tc 
some characters. would undoubtedly have been con- 
sidered as strong evidence against disciplinary pun- 


_ishment, as any .passages that are to be found in the 


Bible. ‘I ama man,” says he, “that bath seen afflic- 
tion by the rod of his wrath. He hath led me and 
brought me into darkuess, but net into light. Surely 
against me is he turned; he hath turned his hand 
against me all the day.” 

St. Paul’s words on this subject. Heb. xii. 6, 7, °, 
appeur full to the point. “For whom the Lord lovet! 
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 


receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God deaieth wit® 
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ey as With sons: for what son is he whom the father 
ehasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, 
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards and 
not sons.” ‘This scripture extends the chastening of 
the Lord to every one “whom the Lord loveth,” and 
likewise states that “all are partakers” of chastise- 
ment. Many understand tls of believers, but the 
application appears to be gen@ral. Jesus says, ‘God 
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” W hem the Lord 
loveth, then, are the inhabitants of the world No 
less extensive is his chastening rod. St. Paul says 
the Lord chastiseth for our profit. that we might be 
partakers of his holiness. Where then is the punish- 
ment that is net for profit? should the respondent 
say. it ia in hell, weask, what people they are that 
fuller this pnnisiment. if it be those who were once 
the wicked in this world, are they not of the number 
which God so loved as to send his only begotten Son, 
for their salvation? If he loved them once, does he 
not love them now ? And if he ence punished them for 
good. how is the design of this punishment changed ? 

God’s will to save all men and bring them to the 
knowledge of the truth is not consistent with an un- 
merciful punishment. Christ’a tasting death for ev- 
ery man, does not authorize such a punishment. 
Nor have we reason to believe that his eoming to do 
the will of his Faiher. will ever eventuate in a tagk 
30 contrary to ihe declared objects of bis mission. 
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Mr. Epiror, 

Observing in your remarks to Correspondents, 2 
request for a further illustration of the parable of the 
“unjust steward,” especially, in relation to one point, 
I cheerfully comply with your request, and offer you 
the following defence of the “Interpretation.” 

The objection to be removed is, that guilt was 
implied in the expression, “‘What shall I do, for my 
lord taketh away from me my stewardship,” uttered 
by the steward. ‘To obviate this, observe : 

First, The accused steward was called to an ae: 
gsount, as though the accusation were just. Thus; 
‘“‘How is it I hear this of thee 2? give an account of thy 
stewardship, for thou mayest no longer be eteward.” 
The threatening is positive, and the reply perfectly 
natural, considering the nature of the demand, to 
render an aecount of his official eonduct. ‘What 
shall I do, for my lord taketh away from me my 
stewardship.” Thus naturally paraphrased ; “Though 
conscious of my innecence of the charge alledged 
against me, still, if my lord persist in the severity 
which his words import, what shall 1 do?” But we 
hear nothing like a confession of injustice. 

Did he make any promise within himself to be more 
faithful to his lord, that he might again ingratiate 
himself into his favor, and obtain a recantation o 
his threatening ? Do we find any particular, in 
which the steward’s conduct, upon examination, was 
eondemned ? Wedonot. Therefore, by the same 
method of interpreting, by which the language of the 
steward implies guilt, the threatening of the lord 
might imply, or express, an untruth. He said, 
‘Thou mayest no longer be steward,” and yet con- 
tinued him in office. This language must be under- 
stood with some limitation, or the lord’s word will be 
falsified. 

But to set this subject eompletely at rest, let the 
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allowing be noticed and duly considered: You will i 
agree With me, the meaning of the threatening was, i 
hat the steward should no longer retain his office, if 

the allegation which- was the cause of his being called : 
0 an account, proved to be correct, or well founded. | 
Hence. as he was not expelled from his office, is it 
ot demonstrative that he was Nor curity? so far 
om meeting with an expulsion from his stewardship, 
he was not, upon special examination, reprimanded, 
preven admonished. Hear the result of his trial: 
‘The lord commended the unjust steward, because he 
had done wisely ; and is it not just to be wise ? One 
3 fof two things is certain; either the commendation was 
uojust, or the steward. was innocent.. Hence, so ine 
erpreting his words, as to make him guilty, involves 
us in another embarrassment, by alledging injustice 
» pen him, -who pronounced this commendation 

é' Secondly, Should it be further objected, that the 
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commendation had respect only to his conduct after 
hewas accused; The reply is, the objection intro- 
duces the greatest confusion into the parable. The 
‘eward was-called to aceount for certain conduct ; 
' and to suppose him tried for one thing; and commend- 
ed for another, is confusion. Me was justified in view 
othe misconduct, aliedged against him,or the trans- 
action -was highly improper. 
_ Thirdly, Should it be deemed ineumbent on tlte 
interpreter, to explain every particular, and make a 
ipecial application of every observation in the para- 
ble, such as, “to dig I cannot. to beg-I am ashamed,” 
&e. The reply isbrief and direct: Almost every 
parable im the New .Testament would be inexplica-- 
ble, were that method pursued, in their interpretation. 
The general meaning is to beset forth, and allowances é 
made for: parabolical style. One point, however, : 
thould be carefully observed ; viz. in all the steward’s a 
Mrervations, he gave no jatimations of attempting a é 
9 | 
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retormation in his conduct; but gave in sentiment 
the following paraphrase: If the unjust accusation 
prevail against me. ané my lord in unrighteous sever. 
ity take away my stewardship. I am resolved to make 
friends of those, from whom It may expect a more jus| 
and merciful treatment. ‘The whole is a representa. 


tion of the trials of the primitive christians. in minis. 


—_—— -—_—- 


MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE WESTER* 
ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS IN THE STATE OF 
NEW-YORK, A. D. 1820. 


The Ministers and Messengers from the different 
societies of the Western Association. convened in 
council at the Court-house in Eaton, Madison County, 
New-York, agreeable to the adjournment of the last 
session.on the 7th day of June, 1820; and opened 
the session with solemn prayer, by Br. Archelaus 
G reen. 

1. Appointed Br. Sera Jones, Moderator. 

. Br. Nathl. Stacy : 

es Br. S. R. Smith Clerks. 

3. Received the letters from the several societies; 
and certificates and commendations of their respective 
Delegates. 

4. Requests trom the society in Dryden. and 
¢hurches in Oxford, Sangerfield and Vernon, for the 
fellowship of this Association. 

5. Voted, that the above requests be granted. 

6. Appointed Brs. Ferris, Underwood, Stacy, Flag 
jer,and Foster, a committee to receive requests for 
fellowship or ordination. 

7. Reeeived a communication, that during the re 
eess of the Association, a council had been called te 
set apari for the ministry Br. Andrew Vandenberg of 
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Porapey ; and also an: other council, for the ordination 


n 

fie of Brs John S. Flagler at Norwich, and Amos Cran- 
ver. 4 at New-Berlin : “That these councils respective- 
lake y had deemed it proper and expedient fo give ordina- 
just cs to the above. mentioned brethten ; : and that the 
uta. eglemnities were conducted with all gravity and sin- 
Din. cerity a3 becometh saints 

: ~ Ordination of Br. Andrew Vandenberg. 


Br. J. Whitnal, introductory prayer; Br. E. Fer- 

ris, sermon; Br. J. Foster, cousecrating prayer; Br. 

N. Stacy, delivery of the scriptures and charge; Br. 

Ry J. Whitnal, right hand of fellowship; and Br. A. 


Vandenberg, concluding prayer. 

Ordination of Br. John S. Flagler. 
nt Br. N. Stacy, iatroductory prayer; Br. §. R. 
in Smith. sermon; Br. S. Jones, consecrating preyer ; 
y; Br. N. Stacy, delivery of the scriptures and charge ; 
st Br. E. Ferris, right hand of fellowship; and Br. A. 
d Crandall, concluding prayer. 
§ Ordination of Br. Amos Crandall. 


Br. S. Jones, introductory prayer; Br. N. Stacey, 
sermon ; Br. S. R. Smith, conseerating prayer; Be. 
E. Ferris, delivery of the scriptures and charge; Br. 
S. Jones, right hand of fellowship; and Br. J. § 
Flagler, concluding prayer. 

The proceedings of the above named councils were 
approved. 

8. Order of morning service on Wednesday. 

Br. N. Stecy introductory prayer; Br. W. Use 
derwood, sermon from Matt. v. 17, 18; Br. A. Green, 
concluding prayer. . 

Afternoon-—Br. S. R. Smith, introductory prayes: 
Br. P. Morse, sermon from Psalm cxlv. 9; Br. S. 
Jones, concluding prayer. 

9. Voted to adjourn this Association to Thursday 


morning, half past six e’cloek. Prayer by Br. J- Fee 
ter. | 
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10. Thursday morning, resumed the business of 
the council. Prayer by Br. J W hitnal. 

11. The committee for receiving requests for let. 
ters of fellowship or ordination, and the examination 
of candidates, report in favor of giving ordination to 
Br. Pitt Morse, and letters of fellowship to Brs. 
Saimon Adams, Thaddeus Thompson, Jr.. Arthue 
Pield—approved. 

12. Appointed Brs. Whitnal, Ferris. Underwood. 
Smith, and Stacy, committee of discipline the ensuing 
year. 

(3. Appointed Brs. Vandenberg, Crandall, Foster, 
W hitnal, and Stacy, a committee to visit the Genesee 
Branch of the Western Association at Henrietta or 
Pittsford, Ontario county. the first Wednesday and 
Thursday in October next. * 

14. Order of public service, Thursday morning. 

Br. A. Crandall, introductory prayer; Br. E. Fer- 
ris, sermon from Zech. viii. 5; Br-. A. Vandenberg,: 
concluding prayer 

Ordaining Service. 

Afiernoon —Br. J. Foster, introductory prayer ;. 
Br. S. R.,Smith, sermon from Jer. viil. 22; Br. N. 
Staey, consecrating prayer; Bra§. Jones, delivery of 
the scriptures and charge; Br. A- Green, right hand 
of fellowship ; and Br. L. Knapp, concluding prayer. 

15. Appointed or..S. R. Smith, to prepare the 
Minutes of this Association for the press, aecompany- 
ing the same with a circular letter; and voted that 
“ — copies be printed. 

. Voted that this Association hold an extra ses- 
ach at W estun, Oneida.county, the second Wednes- 
day and Thursday in September next ; and thence be 


* Should any brother at the westward, who shall receive 
thisy be able’ to favor the Editor with the ‘proceedings of the 
above named meeting, he is requested te do it. ; 
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adjourned to meet in Bainbridge, Chenango county, 
the first Wednesday and Thursday in June, 182). 
17. Br. S. Jones offered bumble thanks to Al- 
mighty God, and the Association adjourned. 
SETH JONES, Modcraior. 
NatuHu. Sracy, 
5. R. Sais, t Clerks. 


Ministering brethren, present 18 

In fellowship, absent G 

Societies in fellowship A7 

Churches in fellowship Il 
 ———— 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE EASTERN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSALISTS. 
Paris, June 28, 1820. 

Agreeable to adjournment, the Ministers and Dele- 
gates composing the Eastern Association of Univer- 
salists, met at the house of Brother Russetu Hus- 
BARD, and after uniting wiih Br. Joszren Burrer- 
rikLD in devout thanksgiving and prayer to Almigh- 
ty God, proceeded to the organization of the Coun- 
ail, and 

|. Chose Br- Josern ButTterrietp, Moderator. 

2. Br. SegasTian Streeter, Clerk. 

3. Br. Ezra F. Beau, Assistant Clerk. 

4. Order of public service for Wednesday, A. M. 
Introductory prayer, Br. S. Streeter. Sermon, Br. 
J. Butterfield, from Psalm exvi. 7. Return unto thy 
rst, O my soul ; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
with thee. Concluding prayer, Br. J. Butterfield. 

P. M.—Br. J. Butterfield, the introductory prayer ; 
Br. S. Streeter, the sermon, from Acts xxiv. }4. But 
this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they 
call heresy, so worship I the Goud of my fathers, belteving 
¢ things which are written inthe law andin the 

rophets. Br. S. Streeter, conciudisg prayer. 
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5. Examined the credentials of delegates, ‘ang 
read the letters from the societies in fellowship with 
this Association. The information received through 
these mediums was truly refreshing to the friends of 
the Redeemer. It does not appear that there has 
been in any society a diminution of numbers, hy q 
dereliction of sentiment ; but in many instances, even 
where the word of salvation has not been statedly 
administered in public, it has wrought gloriously by 
iis inherent energies; and where it has been dis. 
— in any considerable degree, wonders have 
een wrought in the name of the holy child Jesus, 
and numbers, who are respectaile for talents and 
virtues, have been brought to believe and rejoice in 
“eommon salvation.” 

G. Votcd, that the Universalist Society, in Water. 
ford, be received into the fellowship of this Associa- 
tion. 

7. Voted, that all the brethren present, who are 
members of recular societies in fellowship with this 
Association, be permitted to sitin this council, and to 
act as members thereof 

8. Adjourned to Thursday, 8 o'clock, A. M— 
Prayer by Br. S. Streeter. 

9. Met agreeable to adjournment, and commenced 
the labors of the day with penitent thanksgiving and 
prayer, by Br. S. Streeter. 

10. Chose Br. Joseph Butterfield a delegate to 
represent the Universalist Societies in the State of 
Maine. in the General Convention of Universalist 
for the New-England States and others. to. be holden 
in Claremont. N. H. on the third Wednesday and 
Thursday in September next. 

11. Votcd to request each society in fellowship 


with this Association, to send, at least, one delegate. 
furnished with suiiable credentials, and bearing such 
information as may be deemed interesting to the 
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jrethren, as a body united in joint exertions for the 


advancement of the common cause of universal peace 
on earth and good will toward men; and also em- 
powered by the respective societies, to advance a 
proportionate sum of money to defray the expense of 
printing the minutes of the Association with an ap- 
propriate circular. The expediency of this measure 
isfuunded upon the principle, that the printer ought 
not to wait for his pay, till the minutes can he circu- 
lated and the money collected in little parcels from 
diferent parts of the State. 

12. Order of public seevice, Thursday, A. M. In- 
troductory prayer and sermon, by Br. J. Butterfield, 
from Acts xx. 32. And now, brethren, I commend you 
to God, and to the word of his grace, whichis able to 
build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctificd. Br. S. Streeter, eonclud- 
ing prayer. 

P. M.—Introductory prayer, and sermon, Br.'‘S. 
Streeter, from St. John vi. 37. Allthat the Father 
giveth me shall come tome ; and him that cometh to me 
Iwill inno wise cast out. Br. J. Butterfield, con- 
cluding prayer. 

'3. Voted, that the questiens inserted in the min- 
utes of the last year, are not suitable subjects for dis- 
cussion in this Association ; because direct answers, 
either in the negative or positive form, would not be 
satisfactory, and a judicious investigation of theny 
would be too lengthy for insertion in our minutes. 

14. Voted, that Br. S. Streeter superintend the 
printing of these minutes, and accompany the same 
with an appropriaté epistle to the societies. 

_5. Adjourned this Association, to meet, again by 
divine permission, in Winthrop, on the last Wednes- 
day and Thursday in June. 1821. 


JOSEPH BUTTERFIELD, Moderater-. 
SEBASTIAN STREETER, Clerk. 


Evra ¥. Bear, Assistant Clerk. 





108 - The Christian Repositor#. 


GENERAL CONVENTION. 


The meeting of the General Convention of Up; 
versalists, was, this yeary held at Clarémont, N. ff 
the 20th and 2Ist of September. Br. Dean preach. 
ed in the forenoon of the first day, from Gal. vi. 14: 
Br. Surrs,in the afternoon, from Col. i. 195 ang 
Br. Bisse, in the evening, from Matt. v. 48. Br 
KNEELAND preached in the forenoon of the secon) 
day, from Rev. iii. 2! ; and Br. Bauwou in the after. 
noon, from Isai. xxix. 24. 

Tne following is a tist of the preachers present a 
the Convention: Hosea Ballou and Paul Dean 
Boston, Mass Richard Carrigque. Attleborough, Mas, 
Joshua Flagg. Scituate, Mass. Barzillai Streeter 
Salem, Mass. Joha Bisbe, Brookfield, Mass. Rod. 
ert L. Killam, Marlborough, Mass, Hesea Ballou, 20, 
Strafford. Con. Jacob Wood and Charles Hudson, 
Shirley, Mass. Robert Bartlett, Langdon, N. H. Rus. 
sell Streeter, Springfield, Vt. Samuel C. Loveland, 
Reading. Vt. Abner Kueeland, Philadelphia, Peop, 
Stenben R. Smith, New-Hartford, Oneida Co. N. ¥. 
Pitt Morse, Pittsford, N. Y. Jonathan Wallace, Jer 
ico, Vt. Levi Briggs, Orange, Mass- Joseph Buitet 
field, Fryburg, Maine. | 

Ministers reccived. 

Aaron Kinsman, Williamstown, Vt. Hollis Samp 
son, Wilmington. Vt. Asa Priest, Ware, N. H. Jolin 
Breoks, Dummerston, Vt. Asa Barton, Paris, Maine 
Sylvanus Cobb and Michael Dwyer. 

Many societies were represented ; but the Editor 
is not able to give a list of them at this time. 

The foil&ying new societies were received : The 
First and Second Churches and Sociefies in Philade- 
phia. the Second Society in Charlton and Brookfiel’, 
the Society in Hardwick, and the First Christian To! 
tration Society in Alstead, N. H. a 

Whe Committee for compiling a kistory of the rt 
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end progress of Universalism, have nearly completed 
_ BB the work; and have issued subscription papers, pro- 
vt posing that the work shall contain about 250 pages, 
oh 12mo. neatly bcund, at one dollar per volume. Sub- 
ne scriptions for this work are received by Henry Bow- 
4 en, printer at Boston, and the ministers in general of 
and the Universalist connexion. - 
Br. The Convention was adjourned to meet at Hudson, 
‘OUR N.Y. the third Wednesday aud ‘Thursday in Sep- 
ite MM ember, A. D. 1821. 


it at jp nye 

ean, 

dase, NORTHERN ASSOCIATION. 

eter ia . ; 

R oh The Northern Association of Universalists conven- 
| ” ed, this year, at Reading, the 27th and 28th of Sep- 
‘ine tember. The ministers present were Brs. Samuel 


Ru: Hilliard, Russell ‘Streeter, Robert Bartlett, Aaron 
am Kinsman, Levi Briggs, Jonathan Wallace, and Samu- 
cia eC. Loveland. Br. Hituiarp preached in the fore- 
| yj noon of the first day, from | Cor. vii. 31; Br. Banrrt- 
Jer. LETT, in the afternoon. from Prov. ix. |; and Br. 
tet KinsMAN, in the evening of the same day, from John 
i. 29. Br. Briccs preached in the forenoon of the 
 fecond day, from Matt. iv. 23; and Br. Srreerer, 

sind in the afternoon, from 1 Tim. ii. 4. . 
John Two pew ministers were received into the fellow- 
sine ME “Dip of the Association ; viz. Br. Mark Stiles of 
Grafton, Vt. and Br. Jervis Davis of Springfield, Vt. 
litor The following is a list of the Societies. belonging to 
this Association: Barre, Barnard, Bethel, Bridge- 
The fm Water, Cavendish, Chester, Hancock, Hariland. Lon- 
dee Mg COnder:y, Montpelier, Northfield, Plainfield, Queens- 
elt, | OUty, Reading. Richmond, Shoreham, Shrewsbury, 
ol: OPringfeld and Rockingham, St. Johnsbury, Towns- 
hend. Wardsbary, Weston, West-Windsor: all of 

rist¥e =’ Crmont, excep! Queensbury, N. Y. 
19 
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The Northern Association is adjourned to meet a: 


Kingsbury, N. Y. the first Wednesday and Thursday 
Jin October, 1221. 
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‘CHALLENGE ! 
‘Extract from a piece in “the N. Y. Gospel Herald,” as 
feundin “the Unwersalist Magazine, Vol. 1. No 

16. 

“} hold that the unchangeableness and eternal perfee. 
tion of God’s knowledge, will forever stand as amun. 
answerable demonstration that the Christian doctrine 
of damnation is an absolute lie, and entitled tono credit. 
Tam not more firmly persuaded that there is a God. 
thand am, that the above proposition is true, and an 
undeniable reality. And what I shall advance in the 
following lines in support of it, 1 challenge all who 
credit so blasphemous and God-dishonoring a doctrine 
to.disprove. 

“And if he,” that is God, “did absolutely know, that 
man by his acting, in time, would involve himee'f in 
nev er-ending torment after death, being Almighty. 
and acting by hisown free anil uncontrolled will, | 
ask. why did he create him? In answering this ques 
tion, God must be made an eternal tyrant. or the doc- 
trine of damnation an absolute lie '—If, therefore, no 
christian believer in God will attempt te prove bim an 
eternal tyrant, 1 challenge (as above observed) al! 
who believe in the doctrine of damnation, to prove 
that one single individual of the human race will be 


punished after death, on account of his actions in this 
life.” 


The Christian doctrine of damnation, we have es 
pressiy taught in the following passages of the Chris- 
tian scriptures ; Matt. xxiii. 14; Mark xii. 40; Luke 
xx. 47; Matt. xxiii. 33; Mark iii, 28; John v. 29; 
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fa: MEE Hom. iii. 8; xiii. 2; 1 Cor. xi, 29; and a number of dj 
lay Mae ters, i 
| Query.—Is this great I, (for we know him by no 7 
other name,) a Deist ? or did he mistake, and write ; 
one thing, and mean another ? 2 
‘ 
aa oR : 
ve ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE WORDS: if 
. No I. = 
n- In these numbers the Editor proposes to introduce 
ne some important scripture words, and to give the defi- 
it. nition of the answerable original, whetber Hebrew or 
id. Greek, from good authorities. Me likewise calculates 
an to introduce a number of passages, where the same 
he word is differently rendered ; by which these numbers 1 
ho may be, to the English reader, a sort of dictionary and | 
ne concordance to the holy scriptures. It is believed, 
on this plan, the subject can be made intelligible to i 
at those, hough unacquainted with those languages. who sy 
a are disposed to attend carefally to the words proposed. 7 
" The knowledge to be acquired from a careful com- 
I parison of interesting scripture terms, will richly re- | 
‘ ward the candid inquirer for his labor. 
Se In this No. are proposed the words, i 
0 To damn, damnation, damnable. if 
; ‘Two words are used in the Greek, which are trans | 
: lated by the verb io damn ; kriné and katakrind. 


Krino, to judge, try, in @ solemn or judicial man- 
£ ner ; to judge, regulate, rule ; to judge, pass : 
sentence or give one’s opinion in a private ) 
manner ; to judge, esteem, think ; to adjudge 

to punishment, condcma ; to judge preper or 7 

determine. PARKHURST. 
Translated to damn only in 2 Thess. ii. 12, that 
they alt might be damned. 
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To condemn, John iii. 17, to condemn the world; 18, 
‘x not condemned ; Acts xiii. 27, in condemning him. 

To judge, Matt. vii. 1, judge not—be not judgcd ; 
Sohn vii. 51 doth our law judge ; John viii. 15, ye 
Judge—1 judge nothing ; xii. 47, 48, hath one that 
judgeth—the same shall judge ; Acts xiii. 46, judge 
yourselves unworthy; Rom. xiv. 10, why judge thy 
brother; ii. 12, shall be judged by the law; 1! Cor. vi. 


2, saints judge the world; xi. 13, judge in your- 


selves. 

To esteem, Rom. xiv. 5, esteemcth one day—estcen- 
cih every day. 
To think, Acts xxvi. 8, be thought a thing inercdi- 
ble. 

Were ordained, Acts xvi. 4. 

Had determined to sail. Acts xx. 16. 

Concluded that they observe, Acts xxi. 23. 

Hence from the translation. we obtain the meaning 
of krino: to damn. to condemn, to judge, to esteem, to 
think to ordain, to detcrmine, and to conclude. 


KATAKRiNO, lo pronounce sentence against, condema, 
adjudge to punishment ; to furnish md- 
ter or occasion for condemnation; lo prove 
or shew worthy of condzmnation, Matt. 
xli. 41, 42; to punish, 2 Pet. ii. 6; 
to meaken, enervate, repress, Rom. 
vill. 3. ParKHAURST. 

Translated to damn, Mark xvi. 16, shall be damned; 
Rom. xiv. 23. 7s damned if he eat. 

To condemn, Matt. xii. 41, 42; xx. 18, shall con- 
demn him to death ; John viii. 10, 14; iii, 18; Heb. 
xi. 7, and other places. 

The word damnation is a translation of three Greek 
words, krima, krisis, apo!eta. 

Karima, @ solemn judrement. judicial trial ; a private 

judgement or pronouncing a private sentence 
er opinion ; a being adjudged or sentenced to 
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18, punishment, condemnation, damnation; the cx- 
: ccution of judgement or punishment; a judicial 
l ; orlegal contest. a law swt. 1 Cor. vi. 7; 


Judgement, Matt. vii. 2; Acts xxiv- 25, judgement 
to come ; Rom il. 2,35 v. 16, judgement by one; xi 
- 33; 2 Pet. ii..3. 

Condemnation, Luke xxiii. 40 ; xxiv. 20, literally, éo 
the condemnation of death ; James iii. 1, greater con- 
demnatton. 


ye judicial authority or power of judging, Rev. : 
al xx. 4, PARKHURST. * 
BE Translated damnation, Matt. xxiii. 14; Mark xi : 
Y 40; Luke xx. 47; Rom. iii. 85 xiii. 2; 1 Cor. xi. t 
“ 99; | Tim. vy. 12. : 
I: i 


Krisis, judgement, justice ; judgement of condemna- 
tion, condemnation, damnation ; the ground 
0 of condemnation or punishment, John iii. 19; 
Q a particular kind of justice among the Jews, 
consisting of 23 men; which before the 
Roman government was established in Ju- 
dea, had the power of life, so far asits ja- 
risdiction extended, and punished criminals ' 
by strangling or beheading, Matt. v. 21, 22. 
PARKHURST- 
Translated damnation, Matt. xxiii. 33; Mark iii. 
, #2; John v. 29. 
Condemnation, John v. 24. 
Judgement, Matt. v. 21, 22; xxiii. 23; John v. 22, 
all judgement to the Son ; vii. 24, righteous judgement ; 
Jude 15; 1 Tim. v. 24. 


Apoxesa, destruction, waste. PARKHURST. 

Translated damnation only in 2 Pet. ii. 3. 

Death, Acts xxv- 16, to die; that is, to death or des- 
iruction. 

Perish, Acts viii- 20, literally, may it be in destruciton. 
Destruction, Matt. vii. 13 ; Phil. iii. 9; 2 Peter ii. 1. 
Perdition, Phil. i. 28, token of perdition. 
10* 
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Waste, Matt. xxvi- 8, why was this waste? May, 
xiv. 4, | 

Damnable is only found in one passage, the original 
of which is the last word explained. 2 Pet. jj. | 
“But there were false prophets also among the people. 
even as there shall be false teachers among you, who 
privily shall bring damnable heresy,”’ (or the heresy of 
destruction. apolcias) “even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift ds. 
iruction,” (apoletan. ) 


From the Christian Messenger, published at Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 


NOTICE OF THE CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


“A periodical work has been recently commenced, 
printed at Woodstock, Vt. and edited by the Rey, 
Samuel C. Loveland, which bids fair to be of much 
use in that part of the country. We have seen the 
two first numbers containing several well written pie- 
ces, chiefly original, together withsome extracts not 
exceptionable. But in the second number there are 
two pieces, one signed Hyram, and the other Philo; 
the writers of which appear to have hit upon the same 
subject. (whether by accident or design we would not 
pretend to say ;) and they appear to be much distur- 
bed at something, but they do not explicitly name 
what—one thing however, is very obvious, viz. that 
cander and sincerity were very remote, if not entire- 
ty out of the question, in the mind of these writers. 
They both speak of a scheme, and a system, with 
which they seem te be at variance. and which they 
zeem to be disposed not to meet with fair argument, 
hut to turn the subject into ridicule ; yet they do not 
name the author of the scheme, nor mention any work 
or works in which it may be found. They seem te 
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onject to language, however, made use of hy a well 
known author among us; such as ‘heavenly nature,’ 
heavenly constitution.’ ‘heavenly man’ &ec. in con- 
tradistinction to an ‘earthiy nature,’ ‘fleshly nature,’ 
carnal nature,’ ‘carnal man,’ &e. &e. - But they have 
net shown, neither have they attempted to show, that 
the author meant any thing by this language different 
from what St. Paul meant by the same or very simi- 
lar language which he used, and which cain be found 
in various parts of his writing; particularly. Rom. viii. 
i—'6. | Cor. xv. 45—50. Gal. v. }5—26; and fur- 
thermore, it is very possible, yea, to us it seems more 
than probable, that the author alluded to, studied to 
imitate the language of the apostle in the very modes 
of expression ohjected to by these writers. Such in- 
sinuations, therefore, appear to us to be more disin- 
genuous than adirect, and open a(tack; and have no 
other influence, than either to create a disgust in the 
miod of the reader, or to sow ‘discord among brethren, 


| Bee Prov. vi. 12,13, 14, 19.” 


The reader will perceive, by turning to the above 
named passages, by which the writer would admonish 
“Hyram” and “Philo,” that they are implicitly char- 
ged as the naughty, the nicked, and walking with a fro- 
nard mouth ; that they are directed to consider the 
seventh abomination, which the Lord hates, “A false 
Witness that speaketh lies, and him that soweth dis- 
cord among brethren.” The Editor of the Christian 
Repository thinks, that if *‘Hyram” and “Philo” had, 
by their writings, made themselves culpable to sucha 
degree. as to need the admonitions which are offered 
them, he must share his portion of the reproof for giv- 
ing them a place- He feels that the admonitions are 
ina great degree unnecessary and unjust; and yet 
charity induces him to have a much more favorable 
pision of the writer, than the writer expresses of 
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“Hyram” and Philo.” On a careful review, it is he. 
lieved, ““Hyram’s” piece will be found to be “a diree; 
and open attack” of a system of sentiments, (not of 
any ene particular author) which be briefly describes, 
“Philo” evidently gives his faith eoncerning “a re. 
surrection to condemnation,” and of “a general judge- 
ment,” and a few scriptures which he ‘considers sup. 
portdhese ideas. No doubt, the design of both these 
writers was to invite discussion, with a view to aid 
the cause of evangelical truth, and not to bite and de. 
vour, or sow discord among brethren, as our admonishe: 
seemed to suggest. 


pa — 


FURTHER REMARKS, MC. 


The reader will doubtless recollect the promise, in 
the last number of the Repository, to present in this, 
further remarks on Mr. Lathrop’s observations or lec- 
ture, on Matt. xviil- :5—20. ‘The principal object 
is, to consider his application of the scriptures which 
he quoted, in proof of the heart-chilling doctrine of 
endless misery. Not only do my limits forbid a full 
explanation of each passage he quoted, in his dis- 
course; but, it is considered sufficient, to evince their 
total want of evidence in support of his doctrine. 
The first quotation was John iii. 3. “Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” But let us soberly ask the 
following questions, and answer them with as much 
freedom and honesty, as though beyond the scrutini- 
zing eye of designing and dictatorial priests. Does 
the above passage declare, that any man shall be end- 
lessly miserable? Itdoes not. Because a man does 
not see the kingdom of God, does it follow of conse- 
quence, that he never mill behold it? Does the tex? 
assert that any part of the human family shall never 
be born again 2 Surely not. Then it is no proof 
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ihe horrible doctrine of interminable torture. Every 
man was once destitute, in some degree, of the image 
and spirit of Jesus; and in that sense and degree, in 
which he was destitute, he needed a renovation. And 
it was then, and with each individual, as true as with 
Nicodemus, “Exeept aman be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God.” But would any ration- 
al man infer from hence,that none who were thus need- 
ful of the new birth should ever receive it? Nothing 
could be more preposterous! And yet, we might as 
fairly infer that none would be born anew, as that all 
would be eternally miserable who stoodin need of 
this renovation. Look at the following ; Eph. ii. 12. 
“Ye were without Christ, being aliens from the com- 
monwealth oi Israel, and strangers from the cove- 
nants Of promise having no hope, and without God 
in the world.” © lamentable condition ! Is there the 
least hope ? How can the poor wretches be saved, 
who are without Christ, having no hope, and even 
without God in the world ? How easy it would be for 
Mr. Lathrop to prove that all those were mere blind 
leaders of the blind.who should preach that such Christ- 
less, hopeless. Godless creatures could be saved? Yea, 
with what facility might an ingenious Calvinistic 
Baptist prove the doctrine of a partial commonwealth 
of Israel—a partial covenant of promise, with a Christ 
and a God of the same deseription ? They would de- 
pute reprobates in scores, who were from eternity or- 
dained to this hopeless and heaventess doom ; and, yet, 
infinitely blameworthy for not frustrating the purpose 
of God, in listening and adhering to their exhorta- 
tions, to repent and be saved. Multitudes have been 
80 far distracted by sueh pervertions of truth, as to sur- 
render their own better judgement and reasoning fac- 
ulties, to the merciless dominion of a dominant priest- 
craft. But step. my friends, and for a moment refiect ! 
Does it prove that any rational offspring of Jehovah 
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will be endlessly tormented, because some were witha 
Christ ? You answer, in your reasoning moments, no 
for such were the characters he came to save. Very 
true; and did he not come into the world to save 
such as must be born again ? And if so, was not the 
new birth a mean of effecting the salvation of sinner! 
Nothing can be plainer. And further, Mr. Lathrop 
might as fairly prove, that all the indisposed in Ver. 
mont would forever die, because their physi¢ians hai 
in truth said, Except you take medicine you eannot 
enjoy heaith, as that those will be forever suffering, to 
whom Jesus said, “Except a man be born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” But I will dismiss 
this point, by observing, that probably, in some future 
number, we shall offer for consideration, a brief Essay 
on the new birth; but cannot in this article discus 
s0 important and extensive a subject. R: &. 
[To be continued. | 
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OBITUARY. 


“xtract of a letter from the Queensbury Society of Univers 
Friends, N. ¥. to the Northern Association of Universalists, 
convened at Reading, Sept. 28 and 29, 1820. 

“Since our last. three of our aged fathers in the 
faith, have paid the debt. of nature; viz. Sylvanus 
Holly, Ichabod Kneeland, and Michael Harris. For 
the consolation of those who trust in the living God, 
as the Savior of all men. we transmit the following it- 
teresting account, touching the situation of their minds, 
at the time of their departure.” 

“Sylvanus Holly, a few days previous to his death, 
ealled his family to his bed side, and addressed them 
in the following words; “In a few days. [ shall have 
another fit * and shall die. I have often been told, 
that universal doctrine is pleasing to the carna] miad 


* He had been subject to fits. 
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hat it would do to live by, but not to die by. I am 
now addressing you for the last time; and my only 
joy and consolation is in that God, who is good unte 
gil. and whose tender mercies are over all tie works 
of his hands! I leave you in the fullest assurance, 
{hat in a period, known to an all-wise, merciful, and 
sod God, I shall meet you, together with all Adam’s 
family, in realms of unciouded glory ; where none will 
be able to tell me, “your faith in an impartial God (as 
you used to callit) has landed you in perdition ;” but 
all will shout and give glory to Him, who sitteth on 
the THRONE, and unto the Lamb forever and ever! 
It is tome more than prebable that, at the time of my 
death, I shall not have my reason. I, therefore, now 
request, that when [ am dying, the song composed 
and sung by Elhanan Winchester, at his death, should 
he sung by my family.” In a few days agreeable to 
his prediction, he had another fit and died. His wife 
and eldest son.a young man of about i$ years,sung the 
song according to his request. He had been an or- 
dained Elder. and preached among the Baptists, 30 
years; but in the year 1815, he came out from the 
multitude, and professed Abraham’s faith.” 

“Capt. Ichabod Kneeland, on the morning he died, 
it being a clear morning. called to his wife,and request- 
ed to be raised up in his bed. He then spoke to the 
iolowing purport ; “Farewell, sun, that rises and sets! 
—Nothing remains but to unlock the door, and let ihe 
prisoner go : soon my weary spirit will daunch inte 
the ocean of ineffable delight ; shail not need the light 
of the sun, moon, or a candle any more ; for the Lord 
God and the Lamb will be my light; and angels, arch- 
angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect, will 
be my company through immesurable ages ! Brethren, 
ty faith grows stronger and stronger ; and I wish te 
have it published to the world, that I died in the 
‘ath that L have professed for 30 years,—a faith that 
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owns all men brothers, and the children of one con, 
mon Parent, who will not suffer one of his offspring 
to perish aitiont remedy ; but will fulfil all his will, 
which is, that all men should be saved, and come {o 
the knowledge of the truth.” 


“Michael Harris met his approaching dissolution 
with a smile ; and he said, ‘My friends, death is no 
terror to me; though for the sake of my family | 
should wish to live ; but infinite wisdem cannot err; 
I, therefore, feel perfectly resigned to his will.” 


Died in Reading, October 30, Samuel Stow Love. 


jand. only son of Samuel C. Loveland, the Editor of 
this work . aged 10 months, 


The following lines were sung at the funeral. 


Dear Lord, in that great house prepar’d 
For ey? ry chosen one, 


Hast thou a happy mansion made 
For this, my little son ? 


Yes ; sleep, my babe, divinely blest ; 
Thy Savior calls thee home ; 

flis kindness has prepar’d thy rest ; 
His voice invites thee, ‘come.’ 


The Lord who numbers every hair, 
Nor let a sparrow fall 

Without his notice and his care, 
Will ne’er neglect thy soul. 


Thy avxious parents fain would keep 
‘Thee with them here below ; 

To lose thy cheerful smiles they weep, 
But yield to let thee go. 


Farewell, dear babe, we part with thee ; 
No lenger is thy stay : 

No more thy pains, thy misery ; 
But thine is endless day, 








